NAPLES   AND   PALERMO                Jl
arrived from Palermo cancelling Ruffo's negotia-
tions and putting him directly under Nelson,
who was to exercise supreme control in the King's
name. In a separate letter from the Queen to
Emma, " Milord Nelson" was recommended
*; de trailer Naples comme si ce fut une ville
Rebelle en Irelande." Xelson, therefore, placed
ihe Jacobins under a guard, and later on handed
them over to the King's officers, \vho executed
seventy of them.
Meanwhile, Ruffo's troops had caught Admiral
Francesco Garacciolo,, who had turned traitor
and joined the Jacobins, and had actually com-
manded their gunboats. In the past he had
proved himself an excellent officer and had com-
manded a Neapolitan ship in Hotham's fleet
during 1795. R^fib handed him over to Nelson,
who ordered the Neapolitan, officers present to
try Mm by naval court-martial. Garacciolo asked
to be tried by the British3 but this was refused^
ihough the trial took place in the Foudroyant. He
was condemned as a traitor and Nelson had Mm
hanged the same day from the yard-arm of the
Neapolitan frigate Minerva. The affair created
much stir at the time and has led to some con-
troversy since, but there is little doubt that
Nelson's action was justified.
The next business was the reduction of the
Castle of St. Elmo, where the French garrison
still held out, and for this Troubridge was landed
vath a strong force of seamen, assisted by Aus-
trian?, Turks and Russians, and by Ruffe's
"Holy" brigands. On loth July the King
arrived from Palermo and set up his Court
on board the Foudrqyants so that Nelson's